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.gional Councillor Michael Di Biase’s finery as
Vellore Hall Thursday night. Councillors and
quicentennial party and residents received free

2000

Shore
inquest
stalled
again

Inquest adjourned just
before key witness speaks

BY RICK VANDERLINDE
Staff Writer

A corener’s inquest probing how 10-year-
old Lisa Shore died at Sick Children’s Hospital
was suddenly adjourned Friday, shortly
before a “pivotal” withess was to testify.

Reasons behind the unexpected postpone-
ment were wrapped in mystery with only
deputy chief coroner Dr. Jim Cairns, hospital
lawyer Stephen Hawkins and Crown attorney
Margaret Browne being privy to the details.

The Shore family’s lawyer, Frank Gomberg,
said he was only told the inquest had to be
postponed for “legal reasons”,

“I don't know the issue, but it's very dis-
turbing that legal issues are arising now,"
Gomberg said. “We've already had this
inquest postponed once before for legal
issues.” ;

Scheduled to testify was the Thornhill girl's
primary care nurse, Ruth Doerkson, someone
Sharon and Bill Shore have been waiting to
hear from ever since their daughter’s Oct. 22,
1998 death.

Lisa died under Doerkson’s watch after she
was admitted to hospital to control pain from
a non-life-threatening disorder.

Although she has yet to testify, Doerkson's
care on the night of Lisas death has been
questioned through several witnesses.

Last week, nurse educator Mary Douglas
testified that Doerkson had turned off a respi-
ratory monitor designed to alarm if the little
girl's breathing slowed down.

See LAWYERS, page 8.
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