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TORONTO NURSES CHARGED
Criminal charges laid
three years after girl’s
hospital death

Nurses are watching closely the case of two Hospital for
Sick Children nurses who were charged with criminal
negligence causing death last October in connection with
the 1998 death of Lisa Shore of Toronto. Many nurses con-
sider what happened a systems failure — and a matter
that should be dealt with by the nurses’ regulatory body,
the College of Nurses of Ontario, instead of the courts.

However, the College decided in December to adjourn its
hearing pending the trial outcome. “Our decision was based
on fairness to the nurses and to the public and everyone else
involved,” said communications coordinator Bill Clarke.

Dr. Janet Rush, chief nursing officer at the hospital, told
reporters when the two nurses first appeared in court
Nov. 22: “It’s very unfortunate. As nurses say, it could be
any one of us.... I have seen a huge groundswell of sup-
port for the nurses.”

Charged are Ruth Doerksen, 41, and Anagaile Soriano,
25, the nurses who cared for 10-year-old Lisa on Oct. 22,
1998, when she was admitted to hospital suffering compli-
cations from a broken leg. A coroner’s inquest into the case
ruled it a homicide in 2000, after the girl died of a complex
drug interaction leading to cardiac and respiratory arrest.

Comments appearing on a private ethics listserve that
circulates electronically have expressed sympathy for the
nurses charged. Contributors say strained working condi-
tions increase the margin for error daily and that anyone
could be held liable for negligence despite having little or
no control over the care environment. In addition, they
note the two women’s reputations will be affected regard-
less of the trial’s outcome.

The Ontario Nurses Association, the union representing
many Ontario nurses, has argued that a nurse’s ability to
perform well depends on the environment, support sys-
tems and level of communications with other health care
providers that exist where he or she works.

Liz Mclntyre, the lawyer representing the nurses, told
Canadian Nurse she encounters “tremendous support for
these nurses... everywhere I go,” along with criticism of
the decision to pursue the issue through the courts. “The
College of Nurses (of Ontario) is the body that has been
set up to deal with breaches of standards of care by nurs-
es and that’s who should be hearing this,” McIntyre states.
She says the trial isn’t likely to begin before late summer
or early fall.

If convicted, the nurses could be imprisoned for life
under the maximum penalty. They remain on paid leave
from the hospital, awaiting the outcome of the criminal
proceedings.
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Friendgrief: An Absence Called Presence.
Harold Ivan Smith. 2002. 280 pages. When a
close friend dies, the impact is lasting, A
friend’s grief is just as real and significant as
that experienced by family members, yet soci-
ety doesn’t always acknowledge this or allow
appropriate grieving to take place. Moving
narratives correct the oversight. Cost: $49.95
(US), shipping extra. Contact: Baywood Pub-
lishing Co. Inc., 26 Austin Ave., Amityville, NY
11701. Phone: (800) 638-7819. Fax: (516) 691-
1770. E-mail: baywood@baywood.com. Web:
http//baywood.com. ISBN 0-89503-258-9.

How To Survive Your Aging Parents: So you
and they can enjoy life. Racann Berman,
Bernard H. Shuiman. 2001. 204 pages. This
is really about surviving the sandwich gen-
eration while caring for both aging par-
ents and children under 18 years of age. A
psychiatrist specializing in geriatrics and a
writer/caregiver offer understanding and
practical solutions. Cost: $23. Contact:
Surrey Books, 230 East Ohio St., Suite
120, Chicago, IL 60611. Phone: (800) 326-
4430. E-mail: SurreyBk@aol.com. Web:
wwwisurreybookscom. ISBN 1-57284-0374.

Death & Dying In Canada. Herbert C. North-
cott, Donna M. Wilson. 2001. 192 pages. Dying
as a social and cultural phenomenon — but
also as it is experienced personally and by the
health professionals who treat dying patients
Two academics examine death and dying
through history, current beliefs, cultural respons-
es and survivors’ experiences Cost: $24.95. Con-
tact: Garamond Press, 63 Mahogany Court,
Aurora, ON 1AG 6M8. Phone: (905) 841-1460.
Fax: (905) 841-3031. E-mail: garamond@web.net.
Web: www.garamond ca. ISBN 1-55193-023-4.

So You're Having Angioplasty: What Happens
Next? Stephen Fort, Victoria K. Foulger. 2001.
176 pages. This patient-centred book lauches a
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& new series of surgery guides for patients, pro-
& I duced by SCRIPT Medical Press Inc., founded
¥ by medical writer Helen Byrt to help people
confronting surgery. From symptoms through
post-surgical medications and concerns, the
slim paj is most informative. Cost:
$16.95. Contact: SCRIPT Medical Press Inc.,
Box 38096, 550 Eglinton Ave. W., Toronto, ON
M5N 3A8. Phone: (416) 485-7387. Fax: (416)
485-6836. E-mail. info@scriptmedical. com. Web:
www.scriptmedical.com. ISBN 0-9688982-0-3,




